subsiding. Proletarian hegemony thus needed to be maintained over subaltern classes, coupled with a dictatorship over the bourgeoisie.
Zinovʹev argued that '[t] he New Economic Policy was produced by the necessity . . . to reinforce "good relations" with the peasantry on the basis of a new economic policy. It required a concession to the peasantry, an immediate and decisive concession' .5 However, in conditions when the revolutionary wave in Europe had ebbed, this concession soon began to be viewed as 'the largest, most responsible, the most decisive strategic manoeuvre of the proletarian party' .6 'In nep' , argued Zinovʹev, 'we found the concrete path towards socialism in a peasant country still under bourgeois encirclement' .7 The idea of the hegemony of the proletariat over the peasantry and oppressed masses, which had been a political programme to defeat the autocracy and achieve political democracy, now began to 'grow over' into the role that the proletariat would play in the internal development of what became the ussr. This metamorphosis became stronger with the failure of the 1923 uprising in Germany, but throughout the 1920s it was to some extent offset by the declining idea that the ussr was to play a leading role in the international revolution. The various dimensions of hegemony, in this new sense, were things that came to the attention of the leadership only by degrees, and as the new Soviet research institutions grappled with the enormous social and cultural problems that faced the state, whole new fields of study began to open up and to be funded. During the period of the nep, hegemony became almost synonymous with the task of maintaining proletarian leadership, the so-called smychka of the town and countryside, proletariat and peasantry.
Political Hegemony in Party Discussions
The project of hegemony was implicit in much Party discussion, even when the term itself was not used. A good example is to be found in a resolution adopted at the Eighth Congress in 1919, which dealt with the role of schools within the Commissariat of Enlightenment, Narkompros:
During the dictatorship of the proletariat, that is to say, in the period of establishing the conditions that make the full realisation of communism possible, the school should not only be a conduit for the principles of
